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What carbon tax protest? Minister says he has heard no complaints

By Steve MacNaull 

Okanagan consumers are quietly paying and Okanagan retailers are quietly collecting the province's new carbon tax. 

"I haven't heard any complaints and if there were any, I'd be one of the first to hear about them," Small Business and Revenue Minister Kevin Krueger told The Daily Courier. 

The carbon tax is an exercise in social engineering, meant to prompt people to finding ways to use less fuel (and thus pay less tax) and help the environment. 

B.C.'s carbon tax of 2.4 cents a litre came into effect July 1 on fuels such as gasoline, diesel, natural gas, propane and heating fuel. In 2012, the tax will be 7.5 cents a litre. 

It's the kind of levy that consumers likely grumble about when they fill up the tank of their car or get their heating bill. 

But, the ministry says there's been no public backlash against the extra charges. 

Businesses, too, are resigned to the fact they are carbon tax collectors for the province. 

On Monday the Ministry of Small Business and Revenue held a workshop at UBCO for local businesses that sell fuel and are collecting the tax. 

"It's fairly straightforward for businesses to collect the tax -- similar to a PST (provincial sales tax) remittance," said Krueger. 

"About 1,300 businesses in the province were contacted that they would be required to collect and remit the carbon tax." 

The ministry is putting on 11 such seminars in the province this month and next. 

Businesses seem resigned to the fact they had to adjust equipment and accounting procedures to charge and remit the tax, so there's been no protest. 

Every British Columbian received a $100 cheque earlier this month to offset the carbon tax. 

Since it's a one-time payment, consumers will have to change their habits long-term in order to off set the levy in perpetuity. 

That's why the ministry is suggesting that consumers and businesses do things like switch to energy-efficient compact fluorescent lightbulbs, weather strip all windows and doors, install high-efficiency water heaters and low-flow showerheads, keep vehicles tuned up and tires properly inflated and put extra insulation in homes and businesses. 

The province is also offering PST exemptions for bicycles, insulation, Energy Star windows, doors and skylights, furnaces, heat pumps and alternate energy systems (such as solar, wind and micro-hydro). 

PST reductions are to be had for hybrid electric vehicles, alternate fuel vehicles, alternative fuel buses and kits to convert to alternate fuels or electricity. 

Krueger, MLA for Kamloops and former mining minister, took over the small business and revenue portfolio a month ago from Okanagan-Westside MLA Rick Thorpe. 

Thorpe will not be running in the next election, so in the recent cabinet shuffle, he was relieved of his cabinet post. 

"Rick's shoes in this portfolio are big ones to fill," said Krueger. 

"He was very through and strived for constant improvement." 

